
Sunday March 26, 2017

Lent 4
Encounters with Jesus
“Jesus & the Sinful”

CITYCHURCHPHILLY.COM

PREPARATION
The Lord is a great God;  
O that today you would listen to his voice. 
Harden not your hearts.

All Amen.
A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,

All because by your holy cross  
 you have redeemed the world.

OPENING SONG

Trinity Song - Sandra McCracken 

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Holy Communion, Three in One. (repeat)

Come, with your peace, with your invitation,
bind us together in holy love. (repeat)
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OPENING RESPONSORIAL
 Have mercy on me, O God, 
All according to your steadfast love;  

according to your abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me. 
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
   from Psalm 51

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

CONFESSION OF SIN
We worship idols of silver and gold
then fall down under their burdensome weight:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Our wisdom and knowledge have led us astray,
and we feel secure in our folly:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.
We are stubborn of heart,
forgetting that you alone are God:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in
Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Come, Ye Sinners - Hamilton, Hart, Seay  

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 
weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
full of pity, love, and pow’r.

I will arise and go to Jesus. 
He will embrace me in his arms, 
and in the arms of my dear Savior
there are ten thousand charms.

Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify;
true belief and true repentance,
ev’ry grace that brings you nigh.

Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
lost and ruined by the fall;
if you tarry till you’re better,
you will never come at all.
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Arise, My Soul, Arise - Charles Wesley 

Arise, my soul, arise; shake off your guilty fears;
the bleeding sacrifice in my behalf appears:
before the throne my surety stands,
before the throne my surety stands,
my name is written on his hands.

He ever lives above, for me to intercede;
his all-redeeming love, his precious blood, to plead:
his blood atoned for ev’ry race,
his blood atoned for ev’ry race,
and sprinkles now the throne of grace.

The Father hears him pray, his dear anointed one;
he cannot turn away the presence of his Son;
his Spirit answers to the blood,
his Spirit answers to the blood,
and tells me I am born of God.

My God is reconciled; his pardoning voice I hear;
he owns me for his child; I can no longer fear:
with confidence I now draw nigh,
with confidence I now draw nigh,
and “Father, Abba, Father,” cry.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you.

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Continued on back...

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to go to 
their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades are invited 
to Children’s Church and will return during the Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
Old Testament reading: Hosea 11:1-11
1When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son. 2The more I called them, the more they went 
from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering 
incense to idols. 3Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
I took them up in my arms; but they did not know that I 
healed them. 4I led them with cords of human kindness, with 
bands of love. I was to them like those who lift infants to 
their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them. 5They shall 
return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, 
because they have refused to return to me. 6The sword rages 
in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours 
because of their schemes. 7My people are bent on turning 
away from me. To the Most High they call, but he does not 
raise them up at all.
8How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, 
O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat 
you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compas-
sion grows warm and tender. 9I will not execute my fierce 
anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and 
no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come 
in wrath. 10They shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion; 
when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the 
west. 11They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and 
like doves from the land of Assyria; and I will return them to 
their homes, says the Lord.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 8:31-47

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 
you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 
to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you are 
descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity 
to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word.38I 
declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, 
you should do what you have heard from the Father.” 39They 
answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, 
“If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing what 
Abraham did, 40but now you are trying to kill me, a man 
who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not 
what Abraham did. 41You are indeed doing what your father 
does.” They said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; 
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when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the 
west. 11They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and 
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Gentle Savior,
free us from violence and oppression
in our city, country, and world.
Fill your people with gracious words and deeds.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of compassion,
free us from our anger
at those who have failed and offended us.
Remake us with your forgiveness.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
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We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Your Child - Benjamin Stamper

There is no love like the Father’s love. 
I have tried everything, gone everywhere, 
only to find none can compare. 
Your eyes set this world on fire. 
Your words pierce the darkest hour. 

I will always be your child, 
I will ever be redeemed, 
you will always be my Abba. 

There is no heart like the Father’s heart. 
I have turned every key to every door, 
shed all my tears, what were they for? 
Your hands pulled me safe ashore. 
Your feet tread where none will dare. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Merciful Lord, by this meal, 

grant your people grace 
to withstand the temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds 
to follow you, the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee -  Francis Key,  

John Wilcox

Lord, with glowing heart I’d praise thee
for the bliss thy love bestows,
for the pardoning grace that saves me,
and the peace that from it flows:
Help, O God, my weak endeavor;
this dull soul to rapture raise:
thou must light the flame, or never
can my love be warmed to praise.

Praise, my soul, the God that sought thee,
wretched wanderer, far astray;
found thee lost, and kindly brought thee
from the paths of death away;
praise, with love’s devoutest feeling,
him who saw thy guilt-born fear,
and the light of hope revealing,
bade the bloodstained cross appear.

Praise thy savior God that drew thee
to that cross, new life to give,
held a blood-sealed pardon to thee,
bade thee look to him and live.
Praise the grace whose threats alarmed thee,
roused thee from thy fatal ease;
praise the grace whose promise warmed thee,
praise the grace that whispered peace.

Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling
vainly would my lips express.
Low before thy footstool kneeling,
deign thy suppliant’s prayer to bless:
Let thy love, my soul’s chief treasure,
love’s pure flame within me raise;
and, since words can never measure,
let my life show forth thy praise.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

we have one father, God himself.” 42Jesus said to them, “If 
God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from 
God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but 
he sent me. 43Why do you not understand what I say? It is 
because you cannot accept my word. 44You are from your 
father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 45But because I tell the truth, you do not believe 
me. 46Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why 
do you not believe me? 47Whoever is from God hears the 
words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you 
are not from God.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Jesus & the Sinner”  – The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father of all mercies,
free us from the discouragement and unbelief
that cause us to hide from you in fear.
Raise us up as your sons and daughters.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
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Gentle Savior,
free us from violence and oppression
in our city, country, and world.
Fill your people with gracious words and deeds.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of compassion,
free us from our anger
at those who have failed and offended us.
Remake us with your forgiveness.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
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Gentle Savior,
free us from violence and oppression
in our city, country, and world.
Fill your people with gracious words and deeds.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of compassion,
free us from our anger
at those who have failed and offended us.
Remake us with your forgiveness.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
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and the light of hope revealing,
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bade thee look to him and live.
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Gentle Savior,
free us from violence and oppression
in our city, country, and world.
Fill your people with gracious words and deeds.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of compassion,
free us from our anger
at those who have failed and offended us.
Remake us with your forgiveness.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
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