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Lent 3
Encounters with Jesus
“Jesus & the Afflicted”
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PREPARATION
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

All Amen.
A period of silence is kept.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.

All And also with you.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;

All O my God, in you I trust.

OPENING SONG

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven - Henry Francis Lyte 

Praise my soul the king of heaven,
to his feet your tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
who, like me, his praise should sing?
Praise him, praise him,
praise him, praise him,
praise the everlasting king.

Praise him for his grace and favor
to our fathers in distress;
praise him still the same forever,
slow to chide and swift to bless;
praise him, praise him,
praise him, praise him,
glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like he tends and spares us,
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes;
praise him, praise him,
praise him, praise him,
widely as his mercy goes.

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish,
blows the wind, and it is gone;
but while mortals rise and perish,
God endures unchanging on;
praise him, praise him,
praise him, praise him,
praise the high eternal one.

Angels, help us to adore him;
you behold him face to face.
Sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space:
praise him, praise him, 
praise him, praise him,
praise with us the God of grace.

OPENING RESPONSORIAL
 The Lord shall build up Zion; 
All he shall appear in His glory.  

He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
he will not despise their plea.
Let this be written for the generation to come,
that a people yet to be created may praise the Lord.
For he looked down from the height of his sanctuary; 
from heaven the Lord viewed the earth,
to hear the groaning of the prisoner, 
to release those appointed to death,
to declare the name of the Lord in Zion, 
and His praise in Jerusalem,
when the peoples are gathered together, 
and the kingdoms, to serve the Lord.
   from Psalm 102

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

CONFESSION OF SIN
To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 
to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 
to the pure you show yourself pure, 
but to the devious you show yourself shrewd. 
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
You deliver a humble people,
but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.  
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; 
my God turns my darkness into light.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May God your savior,
who reached down from on high
and took hold of you,
who rescued you from enemies too strong for you:
forgive you your sins and keep you in righteousness.

All Amen.

Continued on back...

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Morning Star 

What the Lord Has Done in Me - Reuben Morgan 

Let the weak say, “I am strong,” 
let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
let the blind say, “I can see; 
it’s what the Lord has done in me.” 

Into the river I will wade; 
there my sins are washed away. 
From the heavens mercy streams 
of the savior’s love for me. 

Hosanna, hosanna to the lamb that was slain. 
Hosanna, hosanna, Jesus died and rose again. 

I will rise from waters deep 
into the saving arms of God. 
I will sing salvation songs: 
Jesus Christ has set me free. 

 CCLI #2582803 ©1998 Hillsong Music Publishing

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you.

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to go to 
their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades are invited 
to Children’s Church and will return during the Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Acts 4:8-14
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 
of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because 
of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked 
how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of 
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing 
before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the 
builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 12There is salvation 
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.” 13Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that 
they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed 
and recognized them as companions of Jesus. 14When they 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Living God, be with those of us who struggle 
with the limitations of failing bodies.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Light of the world, be our light
when we face the darkness
of despair and heartache.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, we pray for those
who are in prison in our city.
Give them a path that leads to freedom.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Great Physician, give to us, your children,
hands that heal, words that bring courage,
and love that bears all things.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.

City Church CCLI License #2772464.  
Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible ©1989 NCCCUSA. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come unto Me, Ye Weary - William Dix, Joseph Pensak

“Come unto me, ye weary, and I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, of pardon, grace and peace,
of joy that hath no ending, of love which cannot cease.

“Come unto me, dear children, and I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts are filled with sadness, and we had lost our way;
but morning brings us gladness and songs the break of day.

“Come unto me, ye fainting, and I will give you life.”
O peaceful voice of Jesus, which comes to end our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, the fight is fierce and long;
but thou hast made us mighty and stronger than the strong.

“And whosoever cometh I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, which drives away our doubt,
which calls us, very sinners, unworthy though we be
of love so free and boundless, to come, dear Lord, to thee.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All      Jesus, in your compassion, 

you saw we were hungry, 
and you gave us bread and wine.
As we rise from your table, fill us with your love,  
so that we may love others in your name.  
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Savior of the Nations, Come - Ambrose, Luther, Seerveld

Savior of the nations, come, 
show yourself, the virgin’s son.
Marvel heaven, wonder earth,
that our God chose such a birth.

Christ laid down his majesty,
passed through dark Gethsemane.
Though he left his Father’s home,
Christ now sits on God’s own throne.

Christ in glory intercede
for your creatures’ suffering need.
Let your resurrecting power
soon complete the victory hour.

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing.
Praise to Christ, our newborn King!
With the Father, Spirit, one,
let your lasting kingdom come.

translation ©1984 Calvin Seerveld

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, they 
had nothing to say in opposition.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 5:1-17

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a 
pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 
3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made 
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I 
am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At 
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 
began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said 
to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11But he answered them, 
“The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat 
and walk.’” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?”13Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared 
in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 
temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do 
not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 
15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 17But 
Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also 
am working.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Jesus & the Afflicted”  – The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 
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Stacy Bartholomew: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Living God, be with those of us who struggle 
with the limitations of failing bodies.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Light of the world, be our light
when we face the darkness
of despair and heartache.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, we pray for those
who are in prison in our city.
Give them a path that leads to freedom.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Great Physician, give to us, your children,
hands that heal, words that bring courage,
and love that bears all things.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come unto Me, Ye Weary - William Dix, Joseph Pensak

“Come unto me, ye weary, and I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, of pardon, grace and peace,
of joy that hath no ending, of love which cannot cease.

“Come unto me, dear children, and I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts are filled with sadness, and we had lost our way;
but morning brings us gladness and songs the break of day.

“Come unto me, ye fainting, and I will give you life.”
O peaceful voice of Jesus, which comes to end our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, the fight is fierce and long;
but thou hast made us mighty and stronger than the strong.

“And whosoever cometh I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, which drives away our doubt,
which calls us, very sinners, unworthy though we be
of love so free and boundless, to come, dear Lord, to thee.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All      Jesus, in your compassion, 

you saw we were hungry, 
and you gave us bread and wine.
As we rise from your table, fill us with your love,  
so that we may love others in your name.  
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Savior of the Nations, Come - Ambrose, Luther, Seerveld

Savior of the nations, come, 
show yourself, the virgin’s son.
Marvel heaven, wonder earth,
that our God chose such a birth.

Christ laid down his majesty,
passed through dark Gethsemane.
Though he left his Father’s home,
Christ now sits on God’s own throne.

Christ in glory intercede
for your creatures’ suffering need.
Let your resurrecting power
soon complete the victory hour.

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing.
Praise to Christ, our newborn King!
With the Father, Spirit, one,
let your lasting kingdom come.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, they 
had nothing to say in opposition.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 5:1-17

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a 
pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 
3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made 
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I 
am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At 
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 
began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said 
to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11But he answered them, 
“The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat 
and walk.’” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?”13Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared 
in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 
temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do 
not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 
15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 17But 
Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also 
am working.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Jesus & the Afflicted”  – The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

West Philly

Stacy Bartholomew: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Mike Cemprola: woodwinds
Josh Stamper: guitar

Fairmount
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Living God, be with those of us who struggle 
with the limitations of failing bodies.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Light of the world, be our light
when we face the darkness
of despair and heartache.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, we pray for those
who are in prison in our city.
Give them a path that leads to freedom.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Great Physician, give to us, your children,
hands that heal, words that bring courage,
and love that bears all things.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come unto Me, Ye Weary - William Dix, Joseph Pensak

“Come unto me, ye weary, and I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, of pardon, grace and peace,
of joy that hath no ending, of love which cannot cease.

“Come unto me, dear children, and I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts are filled with sadness, and we had lost our way;
but morning brings us gladness and songs the break of day.

“Come unto me, ye fainting, and I will give you life.”
O peaceful voice of Jesus, which comes to end our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, the fight is fierce and long;
but thou hast made us mighty and stronger than the strong.

“And whosoever cometh I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, which drives away our doubt,
which calls us, very sinners, unworthy though we be
of love so free and boundless, to come, dear Lord, to thee.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All      Jesus, in your compassion, 

you saw we were hungry, 
and you gave us bread and wine.
As we rise from your table, fill us with your love,  
so that we may love others in your name.  
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Savior of the Nations, Come - Ambrose, Luther, Seerveld

Savior of the nations, come, 
show yourself, the virgin’s son.
Marvel heaven, wonder earth,
that our God chose such a birth.

Christ laid down his majesty,
passed through dark Gethsemane.
Though he left his Father’s home,
Christ now sits on God’s own throne.

Christ in glory intercede
for your creatures’ suffering need.
Let your resurrecting power
soon complete the victory hour.

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing.
Praise to Christ, our newborn King!
With the Father, Spirit, one,
let your lasting kingdom come.

translation ©1984 Calvin Seerveld

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, they 
had nothing to say in opposition.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 5:1-17

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a 
pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 
3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made 
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I 
am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At 
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 
began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said 
to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11But he answered them, 
“The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat 
and walk.’” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?”13Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared 
in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 
temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do 
not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 
15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 17But 
Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also 
am working.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Jesus & the Afflicted”  – The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

West Philly

Stacy Bartholomew: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Mike Cemprola: woodwinds
Josh Stamper: guitar
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Living God, be with those of us who struggle 
with the limitations of failing bodies.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Light of the world, be our light
when we face the darkness
of despair and heartache.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Prince of Peace, we pray for those
who are in prison in our city.
Give them a path that leads to freedom.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Great Physician, give to us, your children,
hands that heal, words that bring courage,
and love that bears all things.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come unto Me, Ye Weary - William Dix, Joseph Pensak

“Come unto me, ye weary, and I will give you rest.”
O blessed voice of Jesus, which comes to hearts oppressed!
It tells of benediction, of pardon, grace and peace,
of joy that hath no ending, of love which cannot cease.

“Come unto me, dear children, and I will give you light.”
O loving voice of Jesus, which comes to cheer the night!
Our hearts are filled with sadness, and we had lost our way;
but morning brings us gladness and songs the break of day.

“Come unto me, ye fainting, and I will give you life.”
O peaceful voice of Jesus, which comes to end our strife!
The foe is stern and eager, the fight is fierce and long;
but thou hast made us mighty and stronger than the strong.

“And whosoever cometh I will not cast him out.”
O patient love of Jesus, which drives away our doubt,
which calls us, very sinners, unworthy though we be
of love so free and boundless, to come, dear Lord, to thee.
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All      Jesus, in your compassion, 

you saw we were hungry, 
and you gave us bread and wine.
As we rise from your table, fill us with your love,  
so that we may love others in your name.  
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Savior of the Nations, Come - Ambrose, Luther, Seerveld

Savior of the nations, come, 
show yourself, the virgin’s son.
Marvel heaven, wonder earth,
that our God chose such a birth.

Christ laid down his majesty,
passed through dark Gethsemane.
Though he left his Father’s home,
Christ now sits on God’s own throne.

Christ in glory intercede
for your creatures’ suffering need.
Let your resurrecting power
soon complete the victory hour.

Praise to you, O Lord, we sing.
Praise to Christ, our newborn King!
With the Father, Spirit, one,
let your lasting kingdom come.
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BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

saw the man who had been cured standing beside them, they 
had nothing to say in opposition.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: John 5:1-17

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to John. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a 
pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 
3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 
5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been 
there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made 
well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put 
me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I 
am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.” 
8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At 
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and 
began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. 10So the Jews said 
to the man who had been cured, “It is the sabbath; it is not 
lawful for you to carry your mat.” 11But he answered them, 
“The man who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your mat 
and walk.’” 12They asked him, “Who is the man who said to 
you, ‘Take it up and walk’?”13Now the man who had been 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared 
in the crowd that was there. 14Later Jesus found him in the 
temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well! Do 
not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 
15The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who 
had made him well. 16Therefore the Jews started persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath. 17But 
Jesus answered them, “My Father is still working, and I also 
am working.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Jesus & the Afflicted”  – The Rev. Tuck Bartholomew
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 
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