
Sunday January 29, 2017

God Meets Us

“In Our Suffering”

CITYCHURCHPHILLY.COM

PREPARATION
Gracious God, grant us diligence to seek you and  
patience to wait for you. 

All Amen.
A period of silence is kept.

Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.

All And also with you.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 

All  O my God, in you I trust. 

OPENING SONG
O Worship the King - Robert Grant, Johann Michael Haydn

O worship the king, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

The earth with its store of wonders untold,
almighty, thy power hath founded of old;
established it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

O measureless might! Ineffable love!
While angels delight to hymn thee above,
the humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall lisp to thy praise. 

OPENING RESPONSORIAL
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
All Why are you so far from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
I cry by night, but I find no rest.
Do not be far away from me, 
for trouble is near and there is no one to help.
I am poured out like water, all my bones out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; it melts within my breast.
But you, O Lord, come quickly to my aid!
Save me from the mouth of the lion! 
For you do not abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 
you do not hide your face, but have heard my cry. 
  from Psalm 22

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING

DOXOLOGY  — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart, 
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia! 
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear, 
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All Lord our God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed.
In our selfishness, we have neglected others
and ignored your call to love.
In our cowardice, we have run from need
and avoided suffering at all costs. 
In your great mercy, O God, 
forgive and heal us
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
the Man of Sorrows.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and forever.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Away, My Unbelieving Fear - Charles Wesley, Jason Pipkin

Away, my unbelieving fear; 
fear shall in me no more have place; 
my savior doth not yet appear; 
he hides the brightness of his face; 

Away, away, away, away…

But shall I therefore let him go, 
and basely to the tempter yield? 
No, in the strength of Jesus, no! 
I never will give up my shield.

In hope, believing against hope,
Jesus my Lord and God I claim;
Jesus my strength shall lift me up,
salvation is in Jesus’ name;

Continued on back...

Be Still, My Soul - Kathrina von Schlegel, Jane Borthwick, Jean Sibelius

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
in every change, he faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
to guide the future, as he has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
his voice who ruled them while he dwelt below.

Be still, my soul, when dearest friends depart
and all is darkened in the vale of tears;
then shalt you better know his love, his heart,
who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
from his own fulness all he takes away.

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be forever with the Lord.
When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past
all safe and blesséd we shall meet at last.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you.

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to go to 
their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades are invited 
to Children’s Church and will return during the Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
Old Testament reading: Job 10:1-9; 38:1-7; 40:2
1“I loathe my life; I will give free utterance to my complaint; 
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 2I will say to God, 
Do not condemn me; let me know why you contend against 
me. 3Does it seem good to you to oppress, to despise the 
work of your hands and favor the schemes of the wicked? 
4Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as humans see? 5Are 
your days like the days of mortals, or your years like human 
years, 6that you seek out my iniquity and search for my sin, 
7although you know that I am not guilty, and there is no one 
to deliver out of your hand?
8Your hands fashioned and made me; and now you turn and 
destroy me. 9Remember that you fashioned me like clay; and 
will you turn me to dust again?
38:1 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 2 “Who 
is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
3Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you 
shall declare to me.
4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
Tell me, if you have understanding. 5Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Merciful Father, you create us from earth – 
dust we are, and to dust we will return.
As we seek to follow you, remember our frailty. 
Dispel our pride; grow our humility.
Make us what you would have us be. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord of the Nations, we pray for all leaders:
grant them to strive for justice and peace,
to deliver all who suffer oppression or violence,
that your church might freely minister reconciliation.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Spirit of all Compassion, lift the lowly,
bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick,
and raise up all who have fallen.
May your coming dawn upon us and give light
to all who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
For this, O Lord, we pray.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
I Know that My Redeemer Lives – Samuel Medley, Vito Aiuto

I know that my redeemer lives;  
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
he lives, my ever living head.

He lives to bless me with his love,  
he lives to plead for me above.
He lives my hungry soul to feed,  
he lives to help in time of need.

He lives triumphant from the grave,  
he lives eternally to save,
he lives all glorious in the sky,  
he lives exalted there on high.

He lives to grant me rich supply,  
he lives to guide me with his eye,
he lives to comfort me when faint,  
he lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears,  
he lives to wipe away my tears,
he lives to calm my troubled heart,  
he lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend,  
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king.

He lives and grants me daily breath;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death:
he lives my mansion to prepare;  
he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!  
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  
I know that my redeemer lives!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father, your Son at the table 

offered himself as the innocent Lamb: 
nourish your people with this living bread and cup, 
and strengthen your people in holiness, 
that we may live in the light of life; 
through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
How Firm a Foundation - Rippon’s Selection of Hymns

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“E’en down to old age all my people shall prove
my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Jedidiah Slaboda: celebrant
Julia Snyder: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Ross Bellenoit: guitar

upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its corner-
stone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 
heavenly beings shouted for joy?
40:2“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone 
who argues with God must respond.”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Mark 15:22-33

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
(which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting 
lots to decide what each should take.
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. 26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two ban-
dits, one on his right and one on his left.29Those who passed 
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King 
of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him.
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“In Our Suffering”  – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

— 5 — — 6 — — 7 — — 8 —



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Merciful Father, you create us from earth – 
dust we are, and to dust we will return.
As we seek to follow you, remember our frailty. 
Dispel our pride; grow our humility.
Make us what you would have us be. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord of the Nations, we pray for all leaders:
grant them to strive for justice and peace,
to deliver all who suffer oppression or violence,
that your church might freely minister reconciliation.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Spirit of all Compassion, lift the lowly,
bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick,
and raise up all who have fallen.
May your coming dawn upon us and give light
to all who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
For this, O Lord, we pray.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.

City Church CCLI License #2772464.  
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
I Know that My Redeemer Lives – Samuel Medley, Vito Aiuto

I know that my redeemer lives;  
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
he lives, my ever living head.

He lives to bless me with his love,  
he lives to plead for me above.
He lives my hungry soul to feed,  
he lives to help in time of need.

He lives triumphant from the grave,  
he lives eternally to save,
he lives all glorious in the sky,  
he lives exalted there on high.

He lives to grant me rich supply,  
he lives to guide me with his eye,
he lives to comfort me when faint,  
he lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears,  
he lives to wipe away my tears,
he lives to calm my troubled heart,  
he lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend,  
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king.

He lives and grants me daily breath;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death:
he lives my mansion to prepare;  
he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!  
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  
I know that my redeemer lives!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father, your Son at the table 

offered himself as the innocent Lamb: 
nourish your people with this living bread and cup, 
and strengthen your people in holiness, 
that we may live in the light of life; 
through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
How Firm a Foundation - Rippon’s Selection of Hymns

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“E’en down to old age all my people shall prove
my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Jedidiah Slaboda: celebrant
Julia Snyder: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Ross Bellenoit: guitar

upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its corner-
stone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 
heavenly beings shouted for joy?
40:2“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone 
who argues with God must respond.”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Mark 15:22-33

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
(which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting 
lots to decide what each should take.
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. 26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two ban-
dits, one on his right and one on his left.29Those who passed 
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King 
of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him.
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“In Our Suffering”  – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Merciful Father, you create us from earth – 
dust we are, and to dust we will return.
As we seek to follow you, remember our frailty. 
Dispel our pride; grow our humility.
Make us what you would have us be. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord of the Nations, we pray for all leaders:
grant them to strive for justice and peace,
to deliver all who suffer oppression or violence,
that your church might freely minister reconciliation.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Spirit of all Compassion, lift the lowly,
bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick,
and raise up all who have fallen.
May your coming dawn upon us and give light
to all who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
For this, O Lord, we pray.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
I Know that My Redeemer Lives – Samuel Medley, Vito Aiuto

I know that my redeemer lives;  
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
he lives, my ever living head.

He lives to bless me with his love,  
he lives to plead for me above.
He lives my hungry soul to feed,  
he lives to help in time of need.

He lives triumphant from the grave,  
he lives eternally to save,
he lives all glorious in the sky,  
he lives exalted there on high.

He lives to grant me rich supply,  
he lives to guide me with his eye,
he lives to comfort me when faint,  
he lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears,  
he lives to wipe away my tears,
he lives to calm my troubled heart,  
he lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend,  
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king.

He lives and grants me daily breath;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death:
he lives my mansion to prepare;  
he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!  
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  
I know that my redeemer lives!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father, your Son at the table 

offered himself as the innocent Lamb: 
nourish your people with this living bread and cup, 
and strengthen your people in holiness, 
that we may live in the light of life; 
through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
How Firm a Foundation - Rippon’s Selection of Hymns

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“E’en down to old age all my people shall prove
my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Jedidiah Slaboda: celebrant
Julia Snyder: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Ross Bellenoit: guitar

upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its corner-
stone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 
heavenly beings shouted for joy?
40:2“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone 
who argues with God must respond.”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Mark 15:22-33

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
(which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting 
lots to decide what each should take.
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. 26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two ban-
dits, one on his right and one on his left.29Those who passed 
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King 
of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him.
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“In Our Suffering”  – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Merciful Father, you create us from earth – 
dust we are, and to dust we will return.
As we seek to follow you, remember our frailty. 
Dispel our pride; grow our humility.
Make us what you would have us be. 
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord of the Nations, we pray for all leaders:
grant them to strive for justice and peace,
to deliver all who suffer oppression or violence,
that your church might freely minister reconciliation.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
Spirit of all Compassion, lift the lowly,
bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick,
and raise up all who have fallen.
May your coming dawn upon us and give light
to all who live in darkness and the shadow of death.
For this, O Lord, we pray.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape juice 
and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. Please 
recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
I Know that My Redeemer Lives – Samuel Medley, Vito Aiuto

I know that my redeemer lives;  
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
he lives, my ever living head.

He lives to bless me with his love,  
he lives to plead for me above.
He lives my hungry soul to feed,  
he lives to help in time of need.

He lives triumphant from the grave,  
he lives eternally to save,
he lives all glorious in the sky,  
he lives exalted there on high.

He lives to grant me rich supply,  
he lives to guide me with his eye,
he lives to comfort me when faint,  
he lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears,  
he lives to wipe away my tears,
he lives to calm my troubled heart,  
he lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend,  
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king.

He lives and grants me daily breath;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death:
he lives my mansion to prepare;  
he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!  
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  
I know that my redeemer lives!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father, your Son at the table 

offered himself as the innocent Lamb: 
nourish your people with this living bread and cup, 
and strengthen your people in holiness, 
that we may live in the light of life; 
through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
How Firm a Foundation - Rippon’s Selection of Hymns

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent word!
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“E’en down to old age all my people shall prove
my sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake!”

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Jedidiah Slaboda: celebrant
Julia Snyder: liturgist
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upon it? 6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its corner-
stone 7when the morning stars sang together and all the 
heavenly beings shouted for joy?
40:2“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone 
who argues with God must respond.”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Mark 15:22-33

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
22Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
(which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 
crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting 
lots to decide what each should take.
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. 26The inscription of the charge against him read, “The 
King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two ban-
dits, one on his right and one on his left.29Those who passed 
by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You 
who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
30save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved 
others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King 
of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may 
see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him.
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“In Our Suffering”  – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the  
ministry of City Church. Online giving is available at  
citychurchphilly.com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so  
glad you are worshipping with us, but please do not  
feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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