
Sunday November 29, 2020
The 1st Sunday of Advent 

“Watching & Waiting”
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Reflection

The Advent season should come as a reminder to us that we can never be, and should not 
be, adjusted to the world. We are here to proclaim the reality and the imminence of a wholly 
other world, a world in which different powers rule and different standards operate. We are 
here to make it possible for ordinary men and women to believe this, and therefore to live in 
hope and readiness.

- Lesslie Newbigin, The Good Shepherd - Future and Advent

Church Calendar
ADVENT
CHRISTMAS
EPIPHANY
LENT
EASTER
PENTECOST
ORDINARY TIME

Advent is a season of hopeful expectation and preparation, as 
the Church anticipates the coming of Christ – both at his birth in 
Bethlehem many years ago, and at his future, final coming to judge 
the world at the end of time. During Advent, we prepare our hearts 
for the Lord, so that when he comes, he may find us watching and 
waiting.
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:4-5a, 7-8

4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 
of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every 
way you have been enriched in him...7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, 
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God. 

A period of silence is kept.

The night is far spent, the day is now at hand:
All  let us cast off works of darkness  

and put on armor of light!
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Opening Song
Comfort, Comfort

Opening of Worship
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.
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Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
All you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Stir up your might, and come to save us!
O Lord God of hosts,  
 how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given   
 them tears to drink in full measure.
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Then we will never turn back from you; 
give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved.  
    from Psalm 80

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

©1998 Jonathan Gilley 
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The Word of God
Old Testament reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so 
that the mountains would quake at your presence— 2as when 
fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 
make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds 
that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked 
at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 
those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and 
we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.

6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righ-
teous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls 
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of 
our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be 
exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

god speaks to us  
in his word

In the public reading 
of the word of God 
and its exposition 
in the sermon, God 
shares the story of 
his saving mission in 
Jesus, encouraging us 
to join in that mission 
and orienting us 
again to his priorities.
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Gospel reading: Mark 13:24-37

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All     Glory to you, O Lord.

24“But in those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,

                     25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 
power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven.

28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch be-
comes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heav-
en and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; 
for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ.
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Reflection
“Watching & Waiting” – Rev. Tuck Bartholomew

Offering and Presentation of Gifts
If you’d like to contribute to the work of either of our church-
es, you can do so at the addresses below or text any amount 
to the number 84321.

citychurchphilly.com/give or libertichurch.org/give

Offertory Song
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Creed
All    I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers
Jesus, our shepherd,
come to your church as Lord and judge.
We pray for unity and wisdom 
for ourselves and those you’ve given to lead us.
Help us to live in the light of your coming
and give us a longing for your kingdom.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All   Lord, hear our prayer.

Come to your world as king of the nations.
We pray that you would 
empower goodness and restrain evil 
in all those in authority.
Before you rulers will stand in silence.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All   Lord, hear our prayer.

Having offered 
ourselves up in faith 
through the creed, 
affirming the power 
of God’s redemption, 
we lift up the 
church, our world, 
and other needs to 
God in prayer for 
his provision and 
healing.
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Come to the suffering as savior and comforter.
We lift up to you our needs and longings,
as well as those of our families, friends, and neighbors.
Break into our lives
where we struggle with sickness and distress,
and set us free to serve you forever.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All   Lord, hear our prayer.

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming,  
raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All   Lord, hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our 
Savior has taught us:

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin
God, through Jesus Christ,
will judge the secret thoughts of all:
Lord, have mercy.

All   Lord, have mercy.

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven:
Christ, have mercy.

All   Christ, have mercy.

Let anyone who has an ear
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches:
Lord, have mercy.

All   Lord, have mercy.

Silence is kept.

Words of Comfort  
and Assurance of Pardon

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself
and cleanse you from all your sins
that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.

Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All   And also with you. 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

god sanctifies us 
to himself

Throughout Scripture, 
when people find 
themselves in God’s 
presence, they sense 
how far short they fall 
and become aware of 
their own shame and 
brokenness. In the 
same way, we make 
a confession of sin, 
both as a community 
and also silently as 
individuals. In this, 
we remember that 
God is always ready, 
by his mercy and 
grace, to forgive us.
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Sanctus

Communion
 The Lord be with you. 
All  And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

The Eucharistic Prayer
And now we give you thanks,
for when your Son humbled himself  
to come among us in human flesh,
he fulfilled the plan you formed  
before the foundation of the world
to open for us the way of salvation.
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,
we now watch for the day
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory.
And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and singing: 

god strengthens us 
at his table

Communion, also 
called the Lord’s 
Supper, is the family 
meal of Christians. 
We invite all baptized 
followers of Jesus 
Christ to participate. 
If you are not a 
follower of Jesus or 
are not prepared to 
share in the meal, 
we encourage you 
to spend this time in 
prayer. We hope this 
time is helpful to you 
as you consider your 
relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with 
his people, the church.
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The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honor and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.

All  Amen.

The minister speaks the Words of Institution.

Memorial Acclamation
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All    Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

Prayer after Communion
All     O Lord our God,

make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Blessing and Sending
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Christopher McDonald: piano, voice
Sarah Long: voice
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Benediction
May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him 
when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

All  Amen.

Dismissal
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All  Thanks be to God.  

Announcements
•   Join us this week in Rhythms of Renewal as we cultivate the virtue of patience through 

the practice of waiting. Read more at citychurchphilly.com/rhythms or libertichurch.org/
rhythms

•   It’s not too late to Turkey Trot! Sign up + walk or run your 5K by November 30. 
citychurchphilly.com/turkeytrot

•   Look for your copy of our Advent Prayerbook in the mail, or download at citychurchphilly.
com/advent2020

http://citychurchphilly.com/rhythms
http://libertichurch.org/rhythms
http://libertichurch.org/rhythms
http://citychurchphilly.com/turkeytrot
http://citychurchphilly.com/advent2020
http://citychurchphilly.com/advent2020
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