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PRELUDE

PREPARATION
Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth  
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.

All Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.
All Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Trinity Song - Sandra McCracken

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Holy Communion, Three in One. (repeat)

Come, with your peace, with your invitation,
bind us together in holy love. (repeat)

©2016 Drink Your Tea Music

THE OPENING OF WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

All  Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us; we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him,
bless his name, for the Lord is good.
His steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

from Psalm 100

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All  Father,

we have run from your love.
We have marred your image in us,
sinning against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
because we know you let go of heaven
to run and hold us in your arms.
We who were content eating dead husks
now look forward to the heavenly banquet
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Break Us - Kelley McRae 

As I sit in the stillness of the darkest night
and I listen to the thoughts of my heart,
this heart that is broken, and the wounds that reopened:
O break it by the power of your grace.

Break us by the power of your grace, O Lord, 
won’t you break us by the power of your grace.
Break us, remake us,don’t let the sorrow take us;
O break us by the power of your grace.

When I stand in the presence of a holy God,
and I flee, and I cover my face,
this heart, hard with shame, yet you still call my name:
O you break me by the power of your grace.

When I leave this world and I’m homeward bound
to a heaven and earth that’s remade,
this world full of sorrow will be glory tomorrow;
he’ll remake it by the power of his grace.

©2006 Kelley McRae Songs

Continued on back...

O Taste and See 

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you. 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to 
go to their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades 
are invited to Children’s Church and will return during the 
Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 
or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

©1952 Oxford University Press

Psalm 34:8, R. Vaughan Williams
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PRELUDE

PREPARATION
Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth  
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.

All Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.
All Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Trinity Song - Sandra McCracken

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Holy Communion, Three in One. (repeat)

Come, with your peace, with your invitation,
bind us together in holy love. (repeat)
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THE OPENING OF WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

All  Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us; we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him,
bless his name, for the Lord is good.
His steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

from Psalm 100

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All  Father,

we have run from your love.
We have marred your image in us,
sinning against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
because we know you let go of heaven
to run and hold us in your arms.
We who were content eating dead husks
now look forward to the heavenly banquet
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Break Us - Kelley McRae 

As I sit in the stillness of the darkest night
and I listen to the thoughts of my heart,
this heart that is broken, and the wounds that reopened:
O break it by the power of your grace.

Break us by the power of your grace, O Lord, 
won’t you break us by the power of your grace.
Break us, remake us,don’t let the sorrow take us;
O break us by the power of your grace.

When I stand in the presence of a holy God,
and I flee, and I cover my face,
this heart, hard with shame, yet you still call my name:
O you break me by the power of your grace.

When I leave this world and I’m homeward bound
to a heaven and earth that’s remade,
this world full of sorrow will be glory tomorrow;
he’ll remake it by the power of his grace.

©2006 Kelley McRae Songs

Continued on back...

O Taste and See 

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you. 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to 
go to their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades 
are invited to Children’s Church and will return during the 
Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 
or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

©1952 Oxford University Press

Psalm 34:8, R. Vaughan Williams
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PRELUDE

PREPARATION
Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth  
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.

All Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.
All Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Trinity Song - Sandra McCracken

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Holy Communion, Three in One. (repeat)

Come, with your peace, with your invitation,
bind us together in holy love. (repeat)
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THE OPENING OF WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

All  Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us; we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him,
bless his name, for the Lord is good.
His steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

from Psalm 100

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All  Father,

we have run from your love.
We have marred your image in us,
sinning against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
because we know you let go of heaven
to run and hold us in your arms.
We who were content eating dead husks
now look forward to the heavenly banquet
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Break Us - Kelley McRae 

As I sit in the stillness of the darkest night
and I listen to the thoughts of my heart,
this heart that is broken, and the wounds that reopened:
O break it by the power of your grace.

Break us by the power of your grace, O Lord, 
won’t you break us by the power of your grace.
Break us, remake us,don’t let the sorrow take us;
O break us by the power of your grace.

When I stand in the presence of a holy God,
and I flee, and I cover my face,
this heart, hard with shame, yet you still call my name:
O you break me by the power of your grace.

When I leave this world and I’m homeward bound
to a heaven and earth that’s remade,
this world full of sorrow will be glory tomorrow;
he’ll remake it by the power of his grace.

©2006 Kelley McRae Songs

Continued on back...

O Taste and See 

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you. 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to 
go to their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades 
are invited to Children’s Church and will return during the 
Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 
or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

©1952 Oxford University Press

Psalm 34:8, R. Vaughan Williams
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PRELUDE

PREPARATION
Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth  
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.

All Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.
All Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Trinity Song - Sandra McCracken

Holy Father, Son, and Spirit, 
Holy Communion, Three in One. (repeat)

Come, with your peace, with your invitation,
bind us together in holy love. (repeat)
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THE OPENING OF WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

All  Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us; we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him,
bless his name, for the Lord is good.
His steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

from Psalm 100

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All  Father,

we have run from your love.
We have marred your image in us,
sinning against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
because we know you let go of heaven
to run and hold us in your arms.
We who were content eating dead husks
now look forward to the heavenly banquet
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May God who loved the world so much
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive you your sins
and make you holy to serve him in the world,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Break Us - Kelley McRae 

As I sit in the stillness of the darkest night
and I listen to the thoughts of my heart,
this heart that is broken, and the wounds that reopened:
O break it by the power of your grace.

Break us by the power of your grace, O Lord, 
won’t you break us by the power of your grace.
Break us, remake us,don’t let the sorrow take us;
O break us by the power of your grace.

When I stand in the presence of a holy God,
and I flee, and I cover my face,
this heart, hard with shame, yet you still call my name:
O you break me by the power of your grace.

When I leave this world and I’m homeward bound
to a heaven and earth that’s remade,
this world full of sorrow will be glory tomorrow;
he’ll remake it by the power of his grace.

©2006 Kelley McRae Songs

Continued on back...

O Taste and See 

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you. 

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to 
go to their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades 
are invited to Children’s Church and will return during the 
Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 
power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded 
in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 
or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

©1952 Oxford University Press

Psalm 34:8, R. Vaughan Williams
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CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father, many times, human leaders of your church 
have become like the older brother in the parable.
Protect us from pride and self-righteousness.
May we always rejoice as the wayward come home
and be ready to admit when we’ve strayed.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord, as we have run from you,
we have not only marred your image in us
but have wrought destruction on the world.
Help us to repent of destructive dominion.
Help us rejoice in the beauty of your world
and be stewards of the corners of it we can change.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Father, you came to earth and partook of our sorrows.
You know what it is like to depend 
on the goodwill of others for your daily survival.
Please comfort those who are in need:
of shelter, of food, of money, or those who are 
suffering from poverty of relationships.
Let us see their need with new eyes
and step into their lives as you did into ours.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
 
And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.

City Church CCLI License #2772464.  
Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible ©1989 NCCCUSA. 

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast.

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come As You Are - Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been;
come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame.
All who are broken, lift up your face.
O wanderer, come home, you’re not too far;
so lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed;
come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure.

There’s joy for the morning, O sinner, be still,
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.
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Gospel reading: Luke 15:11-32

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 13A few days later the younger 
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 
kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.25“Now his elder son was in the 
field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and has been found.’”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“The Prodigal Son” – Rev. Tuck Bartholomew 

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious God, lover of all,

we have come to your table 
as one family through your son Jesus,
sharing a shadow of the banquet 
that you have laid for us in heaven.
Help us to grow in love for one another,
welcoming each other as you have welcomed us
and together growing into maturity
until we are unified as your body. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners -  J. Wilbur Chapman,  

Rowland Prichard
Jesus, what a friend for sinners, 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
he, my savior, makes me whole. 

Hallelujah, what a savior, 
halleluia, what a friend, 
saving, helping, keeping loving, 
he is with me to the end. 

Jesus, what a strength in weakness, 
let me hide myself in him. 
Tempted tried and sometimes failing, 
he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.

Jesus, what a help in sorrow, 
while the billows o’er me roll. 
Even when my heart is breaking 
he, my comfort, helps my soul.

Jesus, what a guide and keeper 
while the tempest still is high, 
storms about me, night o’er-takes me, 
he, my pilot, hears my cry.

Jesus, I do now receive him, 
more than all in him I find. 
He has granted me forgiveness, 
I am his and he is mine.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  

— 5 — — 6 — — 7 — — 8 —



CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father, many times, human leaders of your church 
have become like the older brother in the parable.
Protect us from pride and self-righteousness.
May we always rejoice as the wayward come home
and be ready to admit when we’ve strayed.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord, as we have run from you,
we have not only marred your image in us
but have wrought destruction on the world.
Help us to repent of destructive dominion.
Help us rejoice in the beauty of your world
and be stewards of the corners of it we can change.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Father, you came to earth and partook of our sorrows.
You know what it is like to depend 
on the goodwill of others for your daily survival.
Please comfort those who are in need:
of shelter, of food, of money, or those who are 
suffering from poverty of relationships.
Let us see their need with new eyes
and step into their lives as you did into ours.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
 
And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast.

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come As You Are - Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been;
come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame.
All who are broken, lift up your face.
O wanderer, come home, you’re not too far;
so lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed;
come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure.

There’s joy for the morning, O sinner, be still,
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.
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Gospel reading: Luke 15:11-32

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 13A few days later the younger 
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 
kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.25“Now his elder son was in the 
field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and has been found.’”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“The Prodigal Son” – Rev. Tuck Bartholomew 

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious God, lover of all,

we have come to your table 
as one family through your son Jesus,
sharing a shadow of the banquet 
that you have laid for us in heaven.
Help us to grow in love for one another,
welcoming each other as you have welcomed us
and together growing into maturity
until we are unified as your body. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners -  J. Wilbur Chapman,  

Rowland Prichard
Jesus, what a friend for sinners, 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
he, my savior, makes me whole. 

Hallelujah, what a savior, 
halleluia, what a friend, 
saving, helping, keeping loving, 
he is with me to the end. 

Jesus, what a strength in weakness, 
let me hide myself in him. 
Tempted tried and sometimes failing, 
he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.

Jesus, what a help in sorrow, 
while the billows o’er me roll. 
Even when my heart is breaking 
he, my comfort, helps my soul.

Jesus, what a guide and keeper 
while the tempest still is high, 
storms about me, night o’er-takes me, 
he, my pilot, hears my cry.

Jesus, I do now receive him, 
more than all in him I find. 
He has granted me forgiveness, 
I am his and he is mine.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  

— 5 — — 6 — — 7 — — 8 —



CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father, many times, human leaders of your church 
have become like the older brother in the parable.
Protect us from pride and self-righteousness.
May we always rejoice as the wayward come home
and be ready to admit when we’ve strayed.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord, as we have run from you,
we have not only marred your image in us
but have wrought destruction on the world.
Help us to repent of destructive dominion.
Help us rejoice in the beauty of your world
and be stewards of the corners of it we can change.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Father, you came to earth and partook of our sorrows.
You know what it is like to depend 
on the goodwill of others for your daily survival.
Please comfort those who are in need:
of shelter, of food, of money, or those who are 
suffering from poverty of relationships.
Let us see their need with new eyes
and step into their lives as you did into ours.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
 
And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast.

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come As You Are - Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been;
come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame.
All who are broken, lift up your face.
O wanderer, come home, you’re not too far;
so lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed;
come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure.

There’s joy for the morning, O sinner, be still,
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.
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Gospel reading: Luke 15:11-32

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 13A few days later the younger 
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 
kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.25“Now his elder son was in the 
field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and has been found.’”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“The Prodigal Son” – Rev. Tuck Bartholomew 

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious God, lover of all,

we have come to your table 
as one family through your son Jesus,
sharing a shadow of the banquet 
that you have laid for us in heaven.
Help us to grow in love for one another,
welcoming each other as you have welcomed us
and together growing into maturity
until we are unified as your body. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners -  J. Wilbur Chapman,  

Rowland Prichard
Jesus, what a friend for sinners, 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
he, my savior, makes me whole. 

Hallelujah, what a savior, 
halleluia, what a friend, 
saving, helping, keeping loving, 
he is with me to the end. 

Jesus, what a strength in weakness, 
let me hide myself in him. 
Tempted tried and sometimes failing, 
he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.

Jesus, what a help in sorrow, 
while the billows o’er me roll. 
Even when my heart is breaking 
he, my comfort, helps my soul.

Jesus, what a guide and keeper 
while the tempest still is high, 
storms about me, night o’er-takes me, 
he, my pilot, hears my cry.

Jesus, I do now receive him, 
more than all in him I find. 
He has granted me forgiveness, 
I am his and he is mine.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  

— 5 — — 6 — — 7 — — 8 —



CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father, many times, human leaders of your church 
have become like the older brother in the parable.
Protect us from pride and self-righteousness.
May we always rejoice as the wayward come home
and be ready to admit when we’ve strayed.

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord, as we have run from you,
we have not only marred your image in us
but have wrought destruction on the world.
Help us to repent of destructive dominion.
Help us rejoice in the beauty of your world
and be stewards of the corners of it we can change.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Father, you came to earth and partook of our sorrows.
You know what it is like to depend 
on the goodwill of others for your daily survival.
Please comfort those who are in need:
of shelter, of food, of money, or those who are 
suffering from poverty of relationships.
Let us see their need with new eyes
and step into their lives as you did into ours.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.
 
And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray: 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
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on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast.

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Come As You Are - Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been;
come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame.
All who are broken, lift up your face.
O wanderer, come home, you’re not too far;
so lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed;
come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure.

There’s joy for the morning, O sinner, be still,
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.
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Gospel reading: Luke 15:11-32

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided 
his property between them. 13A few days later the younger 
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, 
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He 
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he 
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying 
of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 
kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring 
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ 
And they began to celebrate.25“Now his elder son was in the 
field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked 
what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and 
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have 
been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young 
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then 
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all 
that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; 
he was lost and has been found.’”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“The Prodigal Son” – Rev. Tuck Bartholomew 

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious God, lover of all,

we have come to your table 
as one family through your son Jesus,
sharing a shadow of the banquet 
that you have laid for us in heaven.
Help us to grow in love for one another,
welcoming each other as you have welcomed us
and together growing into maturity
until we are unified as your body. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners -  J. Wilbur Chapman,  

Rowland Prichard
Jesus, what a friend for sinners, 
Jesus, lover of my soul. 
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
he, my savior, makes me whole. 

Hallelujah, what a savior, 
halleluia, what a friend, 
saving, helping, keeping loving, 
he is with me to the end. 

Jesus, what a strength in weakness, 
let me hide myself in him. 
Tempted tried and sometimes failing, 
he, my strength, my vict’ry wins.

Jesus, what a help in sorrow, 
while the billows o’er me roll. 
Even when my heart is breaking 
he, my comfort, helps my soul.

Jesus, what a guide and keeper 
while the tempest still is high, 
storms about me, night o’er-takes me, 
he, my pilot, hears my cry.

Jesus, I do now receive him, 
more than all in him I find. 
He has granted me forgiveness, 
I am his and he is mine.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  
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