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Fifth Sunday of Easter
The Creed: What Christians Believe

“He Descended to the Dead”

CITYCHURCHPHILLY.COM

PREPARATION
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Grace, mercy, and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you.

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth!
All Break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

OPENING SONG
O Lord of Light Who Made the Stars 

O Lord of Light, who made the stars,
O dawn, by whom we see the way, 
O Christ, redeemer of the world, 
make haste to listen as we pray.

In lowliness you came on earth,
to rescue us from Satan’s snares.
O wondrous Love, you healed our wounds
by taking on our mortal cares.

Lord, now you reign, the King of kings,
adorned in heav’nly majesty.
Your holy name is held in awe
from pole to pole and sea to sea.

Lord, come assert your kingdom here
in all those whom you call your own.
We joyously invite you, Lord, 
build in our hearts your kingly throne.

To God the Father and the Son, 
for ages of eternal days, 
together with the Spirit be
all glory, honor, might and praise.

9th c. Latin, trans. Melvin Farrell. © 1961, 1962 World Library Publications
 
OPENING RESPONSORIAL

I saw one like the Son of Man, 
All  clothed with a long robe  

 and with a golden sash across his chest.
His head and his hair were white as white wool,  
 white as snow; 
his eyes were like a flame of fire,
his feet were like burnished bronze,  
 refined as in a furnace,
and his voice was like the sound of many waters.
In his right hand he held seven stars, 
and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword,
and his face was like the sun shining with full force. 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.
But he placed his right hand on me, 
saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  
 and the living one.
I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; 
and I have the keys of Death and of Hades.” 

from Revelation 1

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All  God our Father, full of grace and truth,

you create us from nothing and give us life.
You give us new life in the water of baptism.
You do not turn your face from us,
nor cast us aside.
We confess that we have sinned
against you and our neighbor
and are not eager to do the good we ought.
We are fearful and intimidated.
Restore us for the sake of your Son,
and renew your hope within us.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May almighty God,
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners,
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
From Depths of Woe - Martin Luther, Christopher Miner

From the depths of woe I raise to thee the voice of lamentation; 
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me and hear my supplication; 
if thou iniquities dost mark, our secret sins and misdeeds dark,
O who shall stand before thee (who shall stand before thee)? 

To wash away the crimson stain, grace, grace alone availeth; 
our works, alas! are all in vain; in much the best life faileth; 
no man can glory in thy sight, all must alike confess thy might,
and live alone by mercy (live alone by mercy).

Therefore my trust is in the Lord, and not in mine own merit; 
on him my soul shall rest, his word upholds my fainting spirit; 
his promised mercy is my fort,  
my comfort and my sweet support;
I wait for it with patience (wait for it with patience).

What though I wait the live-long night,  
and ‘til the dawn appeareth, 
my heart still trusteth in his might; it doubteth not nor feareth; 
do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, ye of the Spirit born indeed;
and wait ‘til God appeareth (wait ‘til God appeareth).

Continued on back...

Though great our sins and sore our woes  
his grace much more aboundeth; 
his helping love no limit knows, our utmost need it soundeth. 
Our shepherd good and true is he, who will at last his Israel free
from all their sin and sorrow (all their sin and sorrow).

©1997 Christopher Miner Music

I Am Sure I Shall See - Taizé 

I am sure I shall see the goodness of the Lord 
in the land of the living!
Yes, I shall see the goodness of our God; 
hold firm, trust in the Lord!  

©Ateliers et Presses de Taizé
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE

Alleluia! The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All     And also with you. Alleluia!

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to 
go to their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades 
are invited to Children’s Church and will return during the 
Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 
for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, 
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 
water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—
not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him.

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Mark 15:33-47

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Mark. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with 
a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When some 
of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 
Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37Then 
Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
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Lord Jesus,  
Renew our confidence in your promise of life –
as we walk now by faith and not by sight  –
that we would remain eager to do what is good
and be sanctified from fear.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of hope, who brought Christ back from death, 
grant comfort and restore all who suffer.
May they know the power of your risen life,
and make us willing agents of your compassion.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Deep Were His Wounds and Red - William Johnson, Vito Aiuto 

Deep were his wounds, and red, on cruel Calvary,
as on the cross he bled in bitter agony,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore.

He suffered shame and scorn and wretched, dire disgrace;
forsaken and forlorn, he hung there in our place,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory.

His life, his all he gave when he was crucified;
our burdened souls to save, what fearful death he died!
But each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win,
but each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of hope,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong  Bands - Martin Luther,  

Richard Massic, Johann Walter

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands,
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven;
Therefore let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!

No son of man could conquer Death,
Such mischief sin had wrought us,
For innocence dwelt not on earth,
And therefore Death had brought us
Into thraldom from of old
And ever grew more strong and bold
And kept us in his bondage. Hallelujah!

West Philly

Julia Snyder: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Melissa Choi: voice
Christopher McDonald: 
 keyboards
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Matt Scarano: drums

Fairmount

Mae Trieu: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Christopher McDonald:  
 piano, voice
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Matt Scarano: drums

40There were also women looking on from a distance; 
among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come 
up with him to Jerusalem. 42When evening had come, and 
since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; 
and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he 
had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that 
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“He Descended to the Dead” – The Rev. Chris Currie

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Loving Father, bless us in our suffering.
May your message of hope extend to all the earth,
that many more might be brought to you
and be saved through the waters of baptism.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

But Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
To our low state descended,
The cause of Death he has undone,
His pow’r forever ended,
Ruined all his right and claim
And left him nothing but the name,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

It was a strange and dreadful strife
When Life and Death contended;
The victory remained with Life,
The reign of Death was ended;
Holy Scripture plainly saith
That Death is swallowed up by Death,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
By his grace he doth impart
Eternal sunshine to the heart;
The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!

BENEDICTION
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

May God, who from the death of sin  
raised you to new life in Christ,
keep you from falling  
and set you in the light of his presence;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  
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Lord Jesus,  
Renew our confidence in your promise of life –
as we walk now by faith and not by sight  –
that we would remain eager to do what is good
and be sanctified from fear.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of hope, who brought Christ back from death, 
grant comfort and restore all who suffer.
May they know the power of your risen life,
and make us willing agents of your compassion.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Deep Were His Wounds and Red - William Johnson, Vito Aiuto 

Deep were his wounds, and red, on cruel Calvary,
as on the cross he bled in bitter agony,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore.

He suffered shame and scorn and wretched, dire disgrace;
forsaken and forlorn, he hung there in our place,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory.

His life, his all he gave when he was crucified;
our burdened souls to save, what fearful death he died!
But each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win,
but each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of hope,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong  Bands - Martin Luther,  

Richard Massic, Johann Walter

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands,
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven;
Therefore let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!

No son of man could conquer Death,
Such mischief sin had wrought us,
For innocence dwelt not on earth,
And therefore Death had brought us
Into thraldom from of old
And ever grew more strong and bold
And kept us in his bondage. Hallelujah!

West Philly

Julia Snyder: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Melissa Choi: voice
Christopher McDonald: 
 keyboards
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Matt Scarano: drums

Fairmount
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Matt Scarano: drums

40There were also women looking on from a distance; 
among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come 
up with him to Jerusalem. 42When evening had come, and 
since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; 
and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he 
had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that 
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“He Descended to the Dead” – The Rev. Chris Currie

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Loving Father, bless us in our suffering.
May your message of hope extend to all the earth,
that many more might be brought to you
and be saved through the waters of baptism.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

But Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
To our low state descended,
The cause of Death he has undone,
His pow’r forever ended,
Ruined all his right and claim
And left him nothing but the name,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

It was a strange and dreadful strife
When Life and Death contended;
The victory remained with Life,
The reign of Death was ended;
Holy Scripture plainly saith
That Death is swallowed up by Death,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
By his grace he doth impart
Eternal sunshine to the heart;
The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!

BENEDICTION
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

May God, who from the death of sin  
raised you to new life in Christ,
keep you from falling  
and set you in the light of his presence;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  
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Lord Jesus,  
Renew our confidence in your promise of life –
as we walk now by faith and not by sight  –
that we would remain eager to do what is good
and be sanctified from fear.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of hope, who brought Christ back from death, 
grant comfort and restore all who suffer.
May they know the power of your risen life,
and make us willing agents of your compassion.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Deep Were His Wounds and Red - William Johnson, Vito Aiuto 

Deep were his wounds, and red, on cruel Calvary,
as on the cross he bled in bitter agony,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore.

He suffered shame and scorn and wretched, dire disgrace;
forsaken and forlorn, he hung there in our place,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory.

His life, his all he gave when he was crucified;
our burdened souls to save, what fearful death he died!
But each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win,
but each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of hope,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong  Bands - Martin Luther,  

Richard Massic, Johann Walter

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands,
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven;
Therefore let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!

No son of man could conquer Death,
Such mischief sin had wrought us,
For innocence dwelt not on earth,
And therefore Death had brought us
Into thraldom from of old
And ever grew more strong and bold
And kept us in his bondage. Hallelujah!

West Philly

Julia Snyder: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Melissa Choi: voice
Christopher McDonald: 
 keyboards
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Matt Scarano: drums

Fairmount

Mae Trieu: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant

Christopher McDonald:  
 piano, voice
Jaron Olevsky: bass
Matt Scarano: drums

40There were also women looking on from a distance; 
among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come 
up with him to Jerusalem. 42When evening had come, and 
since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; 
and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he 
had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that 
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“He Descended to the Dead” – The Rev. Chris Currie

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Loving Father, bless us in our suffering.
May your message of hope extend to all the earth,
that many more might be brought to you
and be saved through the waters of baptism.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

But Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
To our low state descended,
The cause of Death he has undone,
His pow’r forever ended,
Ruined all his right and claim
And left him nothing but the name,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

It was a strange and dreadful strife
When Life and Death contended;
The victory remained with Life,
The reign of Death was ended;
Holy Scripture plainly saith
That Death is swallowed up by Death,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
By his grace he doth impart
Eternal sunshine to the heart;
The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!

BENEDICTION
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

May God, who from the death of sin  
raised you to new life in Christ,
keep you from falling  
and set you in the light of his presence;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  
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Lord Jesus,  
Renew our confidence in your promise of life –
as we walk now by faith and not by sight  –
that we would remain eager to do what is good
and be sanctified from fear.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

Spirit of hope, who brought Christ back from death, 
grant comfort and restore all who suffer.
May they know the power of your risen life,
and make us willing agents of your compassion.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer. 

 And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Deep Were His Wounds and Red - William Johnson, Vito Aiuto 

Deep were his wounds, and red, on cruel Calvary,
as on the cross he bled in bitter agony,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore,
but they whom sin has wounded sore 
find healing in the wounds he bore.

He suffered shame and scorn and wretched, dire disgrace;
forsaken and forlorn, he hung there in our place,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory,
but all who would from sin be free 
look to his cross for victory.

His life, his all he gave when he was crucified;
our burdened souls to save, what fearful death he died!
But each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win,
but each of us, though dead in sin, 
through Christ eternal life may win.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of hope,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and forever.
Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong  Bands - Martin Luther,  

Richard Massic, Johann Walter

Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands,
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven;
Therefore let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of hallelujah! Hallelujah!

No son of man could conquer Death,
Such mischief sin had wrought us,
For innocence dwelt not on earth,
And therefore Death had brought us
Into thraldom from of old
And ever grew more strong and bold
And kept us in his bondage. Hallelujah!
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Julia Snyder: liturgist
Jonathan Davis: celebrant
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Melissa Choi: voice
Christopher McDonald: 
 keyboards
Jaron Olevsky: bass
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40There were also women looking on from a distance; 
among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother 
of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These 
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in 
Galilee; and there were many other women who had come 
up with him to Jerusalem. 42When evening had come, and 
since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of 
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; 
and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he 
had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the 
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 
46Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the 
body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that 
had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“He Descended to the Dead” – The Rev. Chris Currie

OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYERS
Loving Father, bless us in our suffering.
May your message of hope extend to all the earth,
that many more might be brought to you
and be saved through the waters of baptism.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

But Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
To our low state descended,
The cause of Death he has undone,
His pow’r forever ended,
Ruined all his right and claim
And left him nothing but the name,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

It was a strange and dreadful strife
When Life and Death contended;
The victory remained with Life,
The reign of Death was ended;
Holy Scripture plainly saith
That Death is swallowed up by Death,
His sting is lost forever. Hallelujah!

So let us keep the festival
Whereto the Lord invites us;
Christ is himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
By his grace he doth impart
Eternal sunshine to the heart;
The night of sin is ended. Hallelujah!

BENEDICTION
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

May God, who from the death of sin  
raised you to new life in Christ,
keep you from falling  
and set you in the light of his presence;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  
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