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Ash Wednesday

CITYCHURCHPHILLY.COM

PREPARATION
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;

All  a broken and contrite heart, O God,  
you will not despise.

from Psalm 51
A period of silence is kept.

Grace, mercy, and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All And also with you.
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you,

All because by your holy cross you redeem the world.

OPENING SONG
Psalm 46 - Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell 

God is our refuge, our strength and our shield, 
an ever-present help. 
We will not fear, though the earth gives way 
and the mountains crash into the sea. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail, 
he helps her at break of the day. 

Nations in uproar, men’s kingdoms, they fall, 
he speaks, and the earth melts away. 
The worst we imagine the strongest of storms, 
our fortress, it will still remain. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail;
listen and hear the Lord say: 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 

Come, let us see what the Lord has done, 
the ruins he brings to the earth. 
He makes wars to cease to the ends of the earth, 
he shatters the bow and the spear. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail;
listen and hear the Lord say: 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 

OPENING RESPONSORIAL

PRAYER
Holy God,
our lives are laid open before you:
rescue us from the chaos of sin
and through the death of your Son
bring us healing and make us whole
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONG
Lord, I Need You - Carson, Stanfill, Nockels, Maher, Reeves 

Lord, I come, I confess, 
bowing here, I find my rest; 
without you I fall apart; 
you’re the one that guides my heart. 

Lord, I need you, O, I need you, 
every hour I need you, 
my one defense, my righteousness, 
O God, how I need you. 

Where sin runs deep, your grace is more, 
where grace is found is where you are, 
and where you are, Lord I am free; 
holiness is Christ in me. 

(repeat chorus)

So teach my song to rise to you 
when temptation comes my way, 
and when I cannot stand, I’ll fall on you; 
Jesus, you’re my hope and stay. 
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THE WORD OF GOD
Old Testament reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
1Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy 
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for 
the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—2a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like black-
ness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army 
comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be 
again after them in ages to come…12Yet even now, says the 
Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13rend your hearts and not 
your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-
cious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in stead-
fast love, and relents from punishing. 14Who knows whether 
he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, 
a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn 
assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; 
assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the 
breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 
canopy. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, 
the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare your 
people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a 
byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Continued on back...

Silence is kept.

RESPONSE
Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
The Lord is a great God, 
O that today you would listen to his voice.
Harden not your hearts.                              from Psalm 95

All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Gospel reading: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father 
in heaven. 2So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trum-
pet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 
is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.”
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others 
that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash 
your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others 
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you.”
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

REFLECTION - Jonathan Davis
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Let us pray for grace this Lent, turning to Christ in faith.

Silence is kept
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From sins of body and mind;
from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

In all times of sorrow;
in all times of joy;
in the hour of death,
and at the day of judgment,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of your holy incarnation;
by your birth, childhood and obedience;
by your baptism, fasting and temptation,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your ministry in word and work;
by your mighty acts of power;
and by your preaching of the kingdom,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your agony and trial;
by your cross and passion;
and by your precious death and burial,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your mighty resurrection;
by your glorious ascension;
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

The minister concludes:

Give us true repentance;
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance
and our deliberate sins;
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit
to examine our lives according to your holy word.

All Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.

the Trisagion

Silence is kept.

Make our hearts clean, O God;
All and renew a right spirit within us.          from Psalm 51

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbor,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,
and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed,
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.
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THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Dear friends in Christ,
I invite you to receive these ashes
as a sign of a spirit of penitence  
during this season of Lent.
God our Father,
you create us from the dust of the earth:
may these ashes may be for us
a sign of our penitence
and a symbol of our mortality;
for it is by your grace alone
that we receive eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Savior.

All     Amen.

Members of the congregations may come forward for the 
imposition of ashes.

Dust you are and to dust you shall return.

SONG
of what we are made - Joshua Stamper

RESPONSE
This is love, not that we loved God,

All but that he loved us and sent his Son.
He is the sacrifice for our sins,
that we might live through him.
If God loves us so much
we ought to love one another.
If we love one another
God lives in us.

from 1 John 4:12

CLOSING SONG 
Wisdom and Grace

BLESSING AND SENDING

BENEDICTION
May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Please depart quietly.

Chris Currie: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Lee Jeon: violin, voice

SONG OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
A Mighty Fortress Is our God - Martin Luther

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amidst the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,  
our striving would be losing;
were not the right man on our side,  
the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,  
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed  
his truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,  
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours  
through him who with us sideth:
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever.

SELF-EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION

Let us now call to mind our sin  
and the infinite mercy of God.

 God the Father,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Son,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Holy Spirit,
All     have mercy upon us.

 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,
All     have mercy upon us.

Members of the congregation lead us in the following prayers of 
self-examination:

From all evil and mischief;
from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy;
from envy, hatred, and malice;
and from all evil intent,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

From sloth, worldliness and love of money;
from hardness of heart
and contempt for your word and your laws,

All     good Lord, deliver us.
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From sins of body and mind;
from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

In all times of sorrow;
in all times of joy;
in the hour of death,
and at the day of judgment,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of your holy incarnation;
by your birth, childhood and obedience;
by your baptism, fasting and temptation,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your ministry in word and work;
by your mighty acts of power;
and by your preaching of the kingdom,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your agony and trial;
by your cross and passion;
and by your precious death and burial,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your mighty resurrection;
by your glorious ascension;
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

The minister concludes:

Give us true repentance;
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance
and our deliberate sins;
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit
to examine our lives according to your holy word.

All Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.

the Trisagion

Silence is kept.

Make our hearts clean, O God;
All and renew a right spirit within us.          from Psalm 51

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbor,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,
and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed,
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Dear friends in Christ,
I invite you to receive these ashes
as a sign of a spirit of penitence  
during this season of Lent.
God our Father,
you create us from the dust of the earth:
may these ashes may be for us
a sign of our penitence
and a symbol of our mortality;
for it is by your grace alone
that we receive eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Savior.

All     Amen.

Members of the congregations may come forward for the 
imposition of ashes.

Dust you are and to dust you shall return.

SONG
of what we are made - Joshua Stamper

RESPONSE
This is love, not that we loved God,

All but that he loved us and sent his Son.
He is the sacrifice for our sins,
that we might live through him.
If God loves us so much
we ought to love one another.
If we love one another
God lives in us.

from 1 John 4:12

CLOSING SONG 
Wisdom and Grace

BLESSING AND SENDING

BENEDICTION
May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Please depart quietly.

Chris Currie: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Lee Jeon: violin, voice

SONG OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
A Mighty Fortress Is our God - Martin Luther

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amidst the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,  
our striving would be losing;
were not the right man on our side,  
the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,  
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed  
his truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,  
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours  
through him who with us sideth:
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever.

SELF-EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION

Let us now call to mind our sin  
and the infinite mercy of God.

 God the Father,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Son,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Holy Spirit,
All     have mercy upon us.

 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,
All     have mercy upon us.

Members of the congregation lead us in the following prayers of 
self-examination:

From all evil and mischief;
from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy;
from envy, hatred, and malice;
and from all evil intent,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

From sloth, worldliness and love of money;
from hardness of heart
and contempt for your word and your laws,

All     good Lord, deliver us.
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From sins of body and mind;
from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

In all times of sorrow;
in all times of joy;
in the hour of death,
and at the day of judgment,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of your holy incarnation;
by your birth, childhood and obedience;
by your baptism, fasting and temptation,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your ministry in word and work;
by your mighty acts of power;
and by your preaching of the kingdom,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your agony and trial;
by your cross and passion;
and by your precious death and burial,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your mighty resurrection;
by your glorious ascension;
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

The minister concludes:

Give us true repentance;
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance
and our deliberate sins;
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit
to examine our lives according to your holy word.

All Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.

the Trisagion

Silence is kept.

Make our hearts clean, O God;
All and renew a right spirit within us.          from Psalm 51

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbor,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,
and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed,
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Dear friends in Christ,
I invite you to receive these ashes
as a sign of a spirit of penitence  
during this season of Lent.
God our Father,
you create us from the dust of the earth:
may these ashes may be for us
a sign of our penitence
and a symbol of our mortality;
for it is by your grace alone
that we receive eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Savior.

All     Amen.

Members of the congregations may come forward for the 
imposition of ashes.

Dust you are and to dust you shall return.

SONG
of what we are made - Joshua Stamper

RESPONSE
This is love, not that we loved God,

All but that he loved us and sent his Son.
He is the sacrifice for our sins,
that we might live through him.
If God loves us so much
we ought to love one another.
If we love one another
God lives in us.

from 1 John 4:12

CLOSING SONG 
Wisdom and Grace

BLESSING AND SENDING

BENEDICTION
May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Please depart quietly.

Chris Currie: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Lee Jeon: violin, voice

SONG OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
A Mighty Fortress Is our God - Martin Luther

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amidst the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,  
our striving would be losing;
were not the right man on our side,  
the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,  
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed  
his truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,  
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours  
through him who with us sideth:
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever.

SELF-EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION

Let us now call to mind our sin  
and the infinite mercy of God.

 God the Father,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Son,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Holy Spirit,
All     have mercy upon us.

 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,
All     have mercy upon us.

Members of the congregation lead us in the following prayers of 
self-examination:

From all evil and mischief;
from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy;
from envy, hatred, and malice;
and from all evil intent,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

From sloth, worldliness and love of money;
from hardness of heart
and contempt for your word and your laws,

All     good Lord, deliver us.
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From sins of body and mind;
from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

In all times of sorrow;
in all times of joy;
in the hour of death,
and at the day of judgment,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of your holy incarnation;
by your birth, childhood and obedience;
by your baptism, fasting and temptation,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your ministry in word and work;
by your mighty acts of power;
and by your preaching of the kingdom,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your agony and trial;
by your cross and passion;
and by your precious death and burial,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

By your mighty resurrection;
by your glorious ascension;
and by your sending of the Holy Spirit,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

The minister concludes:

Give us true repentance;
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance
and our deliberate sins;
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit
to examine our lives according to your holy word.

All Holy God,
holy and strong,
holy and immortal,
have mercy upon us.

the Trisagion

Silence is kept.

Make our hearts clean, O God;
All and renew a right spirit within us.          from Psalm 51

Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbor,
in what we have thought,
in what we have said and done,
through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love,
and marred your image in us.
We are sorry and ashamed,
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past;
and lead us out from darkness
to walk as children of light.
Amen.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Dear friends in Christ,
I invite you to receive these ashes
as a sign of a spirit of penitence  
during this season of Lent.
God our Father,
you create us from the dust of the earth:
may these ashes may be for us
a sign of our penitence
and a symbol of our mortality;
for it is by your grace alone
that we receive eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Savior.

All     Amen.

Members of the congregations may come forward for the 
imposition of ashes.

Dust you are and to dust you shall return.

SONG
of what we are made - Joshua Stamper

RESPONSE
This is love, not that we loved God,

All but that he loved us and sent his Son.
He is the sacrifice for our sins,
that we might live through him.
If God loves us so much
we ought to love one another.
If we love one another
God lives in us.

from 1 John 4:12

CLOSING SONG 
Wisdom and Grace

BLESSING AND SENDING

BENEDICTION
May Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All     Thanks be to God.    

Please depart quietly.

Chris Currie: liturgist

Bethany Brooks: piano, voice
Lee Jeon: violin, voice

SONG OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
A Mighty Fortress Is our God - Martin Luther

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amidst the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide,  
our striving would be losing;
were not the right man on our side,  
the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth, his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled,  
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed  
his truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
one little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,  
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours  
through him who with us sideth:
let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
the body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
his kingdom is forever.

SELF-EXAMINATION AND CONFESSION

Let us now call to mind our sin  
and the infinite mercy of God.

 God the Father,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Son,
All     have mercy upon us.

 God the Holy Spirit,
All     have mercy upon us.

 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,
All     have mercy upon us.

Members of the congregation lead us in the following prayers of 
self-examination:

From all evil and mischief;
from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy;
from envy, hatred, and malice;
and from all evil intent,

All     good Lord, deliver us.

From sloth, worldliness and love of money;
from hardness of heart
and contempt for your word and your laws,

All     good Lord, deliver us.
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