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Galatians: The Gift of Christ

“Slavery or Freedom”

CITYCHURCHPHILLY.COM

PREPARATION
Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth  
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.

All Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

All And also with you.

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving. 
All Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Psalm 46 - Mike Crawford, Isaac Wardell 
God is our refuge, our strength and our shield, 
an ever-present help. 
We will not fear, though the earth gives way 
and the mountains crash into the sea. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail, 
he helps her at break of the day. 

Nations in uproar, men’s kingdoms, they fall, 
he speaks, and the earth melts away. 
The worst we imagine the strongest of storms, 
our fortress, it will still remain. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail;
listen and hear the Lord say: 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 

Come, let us see what the Lord has done, 
the ruins he brings to the earth. 
He makes wars to cease to the ends of the earth, 
he shatters the bow and the spear. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad 
the city of our most high king. 
God is within her, and she will not fail;
listen and hear the Lord say: 

“Be still and know that I am God.” 

OPENING RESPONSORIAL
I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; 

All I will remember your wonders of old.
I will meditate on all your work, 
and muse on your mighty deeds.
Your way, O God, is holy. 
What god is so great as our God?
You are the God who works wonders; 
you have displayed your might among the peoples.
With your strong arm you redeemed your people, 
the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
  from Psalm 77

PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING 

DOXOLOGY
All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
All God our Father,

patient, forbearing, full of grace and truth:
you create us from nothing and give us life.
You set us free in Christ Jesus.
We confess that we sin
against you and our neighbor.
We too easily slip back into the slavery
of previous identities and divisions.
Restore us for the sake of your Son.

WORDS OF COMFORT AND  
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

SONGS OF PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
Come As You Are - Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher

Come out of sadness from wherever you’ve been;
come, broken-hearted, let rescue begin.
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.

Lay down your burdens, lay down your shame.
All who are broken, lift up your face.
O wanderer, come home, you’re not too far;
so lay down your hurt, lay down your heart,
come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless and all those who’ve strayed;
come sit at the table, come taste the grace.
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures;
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t cure.

There’s joy for the morning, O sinner, be still,
earth has no sorrow that heaven can’t heal.
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Here is love, vast as the ocean, lovingkindness as the flood,
when the Prince of Life, our ransom,  
shed for us his precious blood.
Who his love will not remember?  
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten throughout heaven’s eternal days.

On the mount of crucifixion,  
fountains opened deep and wide;
through the floodgates of God’s mercy  
flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,  
poured incessant from above,
and heaven’s peace and perfect justice  
kissed a guilty world in love.

Let me all your love accepting, love you, ever all my days;
let me seek your kingdom only and my life be to your praise.
You alone shall be my glory; nothing in the world I see.
You have cleansed and sanctified me;  
you alone have set me free.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All     And also with you.

 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Children attending kindergarten and younger are invited to go to 
their classes at this time. Children in 1st and 2nd grades are invited 
to Children’s Church and will return during the Offering.

THE WORD OF GOD
New Testament reading: Galatians 4:19–5:1
19My little children, for whom I am again in the pain of child-
birth until Christ is formed in you, 20I wish I were present 
with you now and could change my tone, for I am perplexed 
about you. 21Tell me, you who desire to be subject to the law, 
will you not listen to the law? 22For it is written that Abra-
ham had two sons, one by a slave woman and the other by a 
free woman. 23One, the child of the slave, was born accord-
ing to the flesh; the other, the child of the free woman, was 
born through the promise. 24Now this is an allegory: these 
women are two covenants. One woman, in fact, is Hagar, 
from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery. 25Now Hagar 
is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But the 
other woman corresponds to the Jerusalem above; she is 
free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written, “Rejoice, you 
childless one, you who bear no children, burst into song and 
shout, you who endure no birthpangs; for the children of the 
desolate woman are more numerous than the children of the 
one who is married.” 28Now you, my friends, are children of 
the promise, like Isaac. 29But just as at that time the child who 
was born according to the flesh persecuted the child who was 
born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. 30But what does 
the scripture say? “Drive out the slave and her child; for the 
child of the slave will not share the inheritance with the child 
of the free woman.” 31So then, friends, we are children, not of 
the slave but of the free woman. 5:1For freedom Christ has set 
us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a 
yoke of slavery.
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PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father of mercy, we pray for the church,
which you entrust with your gospel of grace:
may we proclaim freedom in Christ to all,
whatever their nation, race, or background.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those in positions of power:
may they imitate God, showing no partiality,
but serving the needs of all their people,
especially remembering the poor and weak.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for any suffering illness or distress,
whether in mind, body, or situation:
may they know your power to renew and heal
and enjoy the fellowship of your people.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray. 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.

City Church CCLI License #2772464.  
Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible ©1989 NCCCUSA. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

West Philly
Kory Stamper: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

Fairmount
Chris Currie:  liturgist/ 

celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Luke 9:51-62

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went 
on to another village. 57As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Slavery or Freedom” – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to the glorious freedom of the children of God,
for which we long and wait;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, Master, Whose I Am – Frances Havergal 

Jesus, master, whose I am,
purchased thine alone to be,
by thy blood, O spotless lamb,
shed so willingly for me,
let my heart be all thine own,
let me live for thee alone.
Other lords have long held sway;
now thy name alone to bear,
thy dear voice alone obey,
is my daily, hourly prayer;
whom have I in heaven but thee?
Nothing else my joy can be.
Jesus, master, whom I serve,
though so feebly and so ill,
strengthen hand and heart and nerve
all thy bidding to fulfill;
open thou mine eyes to see
all the work thou hast for me.
Lord, thou needest not, I know,
service such as I can bring,
yet I long to prove and show
full allegiance to my king.
Jesus, let me always be
in thy service glad and free.
Jesus, master, I am thine;
keep me faithful, keep me near;
let thy presence in me shine
all my homeward way to cheer.
Jesus, at thy feet I fall;
O be thou my all in all.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  
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PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father of mercy, we pray for the church,
which you entrust with your gospel of grace:
may we proclaim freedom in Christ to all,
whatever their nation, race, or background.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those in positions of power:
may they imitate God, showing no partiality,
but serving the needs of all their people,
especially remembering the poor and weak.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for any suffering illness or distress,
whether in mind, body, or situation:
may they know your power to renew and heal
and enjoy the fellowship of your people.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray. 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible ©1989 NCCCUSA. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

West Philly
Kory Stamper: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

Fairmount
Chris Currie:  liturgist/ 

celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Luke 9:51-62

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went 
on to another village. 57As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Slavery or Freedom” – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to the glorious freedom of the children of God,
for which we long and wait;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, Master, Whose I Am – Frances Havergal 

Jesus, master, whose I am,
purchased thine alone to be,
by thy blood, O spotless lamb,
shed so willingly for me,
let my heart be all thine own,
let me live for thee alone.
Other lords have long held sway;
now thy name alone to bear,
thy dear voice alone obey,
is my daily, hourly prayer;
whom have I in heaven but thee?
Nothing else my joy can be.
Jesus, master, whom I serve,
though so feebly and so ill,
strengthen hand and heart and nerve
all thy bidding to fulfill;
open thou mine eyes to see
all the work thou hast for me.
Lord, thou needest not, I know,
service such as I can bring,
yet I long to prove and show
full allegiance to my king.
Jesus, let me always be
in thy service glad and free.
Jesus, master, I am thine;
keep me faithful, keep me near;
let thy presence in me shine
all my homeward way to cheer.
Jesus, at thy feet I fall;
O be thou my all in all.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  
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PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father of mercy, we pray for the church,
which you entrust with your gospel of grace:
may we proclaim freedom in Christ to all,
whatever their nation, race, or background.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those in positions of power:
may they imitate God, showing no partiality,
but serving the needs of all their people,
especially remembering the poor and weak.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for any suffering illness or distress,
whether in mind, body, or situation:
may they know your power to renew and heal
and enjoy the fellowship of your people.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray. 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.
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MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

West Philly
Kory Stamper: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

Fairmount
Chris Currie:  liturgist/ 

celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Luke 9:51-62

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went 
on to another village. 57As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Slavery or Freedom” – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to the glorious freedom of the children of God,
for which we long and wait;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, Master, Whose I Am – Frances Havergal 

Jesus, master, whose I am,
purchased thine alone to be,
by thy blood, O spotless lamb,
shed so willingly for me,
let my heart be all thine own,
let me live for thee alone.
Other lords have long held sway;
now thy name alone to bear,
thy dear voice alone obey,
is my daily, hourly prayer;
whom have I in heaven but thee?
Nothing else my joy can be.
Jesus, master, whom I serve,
though so feebly and so ill,
strengthen hand and heart and nerve
all thy bidding to fulfill;
open thou mine eyes to see
all the work thou hast for me.
Lord, thou needest not, I know,
service such as I can bring,
yet I long to prove and show
full allegiance to my king.
Jesus, let me always be
in thy service glad and free.
Jesus, master, I am thine;
keep me faithful, keep me near;
let thy presence in me shine
all my homeward way to cheer.
Jesus, at thy feet I fall;
O be thou my all in all.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  
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PRAYERS
Members of the congregation lead us in prayer.

Father of mercy, we pray for the church,
which you entrust with your gospel of grace:
may we proclaim freedom in Christ to all,
whatever their nation, race, or background.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those in positions of power:
may they imitate God, showing no partiality,
but serving the needs of all their people,
especially remembering the poor and weak.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for any suffering illness or distress,
whether in mind, body, or situation:
may they know your power to renew and heal
and enjoy the fellowship of your people.
For this, O Lord, we pray:

All     Lord, hear our prayer.

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at 
this time, ending with,

 For this, O Lord, we pray. 
All Lord, hear our prayer.

  Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly 
as our Savior has taught us:

All     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you. 
All     And also with you.

 Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord.

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest!

The minister concludes the Eucharistic Prayer and speaks the 
Words of Institution.

Please visit citychurchphilly.com and subscribe  
to our newsletter for more information about  

community life and church events.

City Church CCLI License #2772464.  
Scriptures quoted from the NRSV bible ©1989 NCCCUSA. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All     Christ has died:
 Christ is risen:
 Christ will come again.

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. 
All     Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

We use wine in Communion. Non-alcoholic white grape 
juice and gluten-free rice cakes are also available if preferred. 
Please recycle your Communion cup as you leave worship.

COMMUNION SONG
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

West Philly
Kory Stamper: liturgist
Chris Currie: celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

Fairmount
Chris Currie:  liturgist/ 

celebrant
Bethany Brooks: piano, voice

 This is the Word of the Lord.
All     Thanks be to God.

Gospel reading: Luke 9:51-62

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 

All     Glory to you, O Lord.
51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his 
face to go to Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of 
him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples 
James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?” 55But he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went 
on to another village. 57As they were going along the road, 
someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow 
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
62Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All     Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
“Slavery or Freedom” – The Rev. Chris Currie
 
OFFERING AND PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
The offertory is an opportunity to participate in the ministry 
of City Church. Online giving is available at citychurchphilly.
com/give. If you’re visiting, we are so glad you are worshipping 
with us, but please do not feel obligated to give.

CREED
All     I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All     Gracious Lord,

in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to the glorious freedom of the children of God,
for which we long and wait;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

BLESSING AND SENDING
Jesus, Master, Whose I Am – Frances Havergal 

Jesus, master, whose I am,
purchased thine alone to be,
by thy blood, O spotless lamb,
shed so willingly for me,
let my heart be all thine own,
let me live for thee alone.
Other lords have long held sway;
now thy name alone to bear,
thy dear voice alone obey,
is my daily, hourly prayer;
whom have I in heaven but thee?
Nothing else my joy can be.
Jesus, master, whom I serve,
though so feebly and so ill,
strengthen hand and heart and nerve
all thy bidding to fulfill;
open thou mine eyes to see
all the work thou hast for me.
Lord, thou needest not, I know,
service such as I can bring,
yet I long to prove and show
full allegiance to my king.
Jesus, let me always be
in thy service glad and free.
Jesus, master, I am thine;
keep me faithful, keep me near;
let thy presence in me shine
all my homeward way to cheer.
Jesus, at thy feet I fall;
O be thou my all in all.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

All     Thanks be to God.  
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